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The Hudson Family in West Bromwich 
 

Introduction 

At the beginning of the 19th century Britain was heavily involved in a war with 
Napoleon. Admiral Lord Nelson and Vice Admiral Collingwood were soon to 
defeat the might of the French and Spanish fleets at Trafalgar.  James Eaton, 
later of West Bromwich, joined the navy age fourteen in 1799  and was 
transferred to the  ‘Temeraire’ in 1804. He fought at Trafalgar and as signal 
midshipman would have relayed the ‘England expects......’message. 

The turn of the century saw the entrepreneurs of the area exploiting the mineral 
wealth beneath their feet. They found coal and iron ore and these commodities 
together with limestone from Dudley produced iron. Pockets of clay in the area 
yielded raw material for bricks and linings for canal trenches.   All of these 
developments were made viable by the improvements to transport systems of 
the country as a whole. Better roads, an ever increasing canal system and by the 
1830’s the emerging railways. These conditions led to an explosion of wealth 
for the few and their desire for expansion created jobs for the poor.  The 
demand for labour encouraged agricultural workers to move to ‘a better life’ 
around the new industries and as a result towns like West Bromwich grew.   

In the 1800’s employers expected their employees to attend church on Sundays.     
Newcomers soon filled the churches and additional places of worship were 
being built, these needed new younger ministers or vicars. John Hudson was 
one of the new men who came, married and reared his family here. This article 
is a brief history of his family and the benefits they brought to West Bromwich 
and beyond.    
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Rev. John Hudson 

The Hudson family first came to West Bromwich in 1801 stayed about 100 
years and 100years later all trace of them was gone and they were all but 
forgotten. 

To produce this simple history information has been drawn from previously 
published works on various members of the Hudson family. To fill in the gaps 
there are ‘snap shots’ drawn from census returns and records from some 
churches in West Bromwich in particular Mayers Green Congregational 
Church.  

Mayers Green was originally built in Messenger Lane in 1787 in sight of one of 
the rear entrances to the grounds of Sandwell Hall which was one of the homes 
of the Earls of Dartmouth. The Lane was off Walsall Street the main road to the 
hamlet of Lyndon close to its junction with New Street.  New Street was later 
extended from here to the gates of Dartmouth Park in 1912.   

John Hudson studied at Hoxton College London to become an Independent 
Minister. The newly qualified John was invited to West Bromwich in 1801 by 
the trustees of Mayers Green Chapel to be interviewed for the position of 
resident minister. This entailed meeting the congregation and preaching at least 
one three hour sermon. Hudson was accepted unanimously by the congregation 
and was ordained on the 6th May of the following year. 

Where did John come from? Four references give four different suggestions as   
to John’s origins but the answer comes from John himself. In the 1851 census 
return John recorded his place of birth to be Egham Surry. The International 
Genealogy Index of church records (a Mormon web site) cross references this 
and records his birth as 22nd December 1778 and baptism 6th January 1779.   
John’s parents were given as Stephen & Rebecca Hudson 

Two or three years after starting his ministry it became obvious that the small 
Church could no longer accommodate the growing congregation. Consideration 
was given to enlarging the existing building or alternatively to find other 
accommodation. John’s business skills were apparent when he used a new Act 
of Parliament which allowed people to purchase land from the Wasteland 
Enclosures Commission. The Church Trustees began to raise funds to purchase, 
at a price of 5d per sq yard, enough land to erect a new church, schoolrooms and 
to open a burial ground.   
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Help was received from Madam Jane Whyley the last of the Turton family who 
lived at Oak House West Bromwich. The family began living in this half 
timbered- house before 1564. The owners name changed when the heir was a 
recognised illegitimate son during 1749.When the last surviving heir William 
died in1806 the estate passed to his mother Jane Whyley then a local mine 
owner who donated £1000 to the church rebuilding fund.  Madam Whyley also 
presented a silver communion chalice to Mayers Green Church in memory of 
her son; it is now in the safe keeping of Wednesbury Museum on behalf of Oak 
House their former residence. 

John laid the first brick of the new Church on 27th April 1807 and it opened on 
13th April 1808. 

John married Sarah the younger daughter of John (a cotton draper) & Betty 
Spear during 1806. The IGI has the wedding at the grand venue of Manchester 
Cathedral. At this time marriages in a number of small neighbouring churches 
were recorded as a service within the Cathedral. It is not now possible to 
differentiate between them and the actual Cathedral. The elder Spear daughter 
Elizabeth had also married at the same venue in 1799.                                                            

The birth of a son is also recorded to John & Betty Spear and he was baptized 
Robert in November 1762. Robert was an active nonconformist who became a 
cotton speculator and later an importer of Sea Island cotton. 

Sarah & John lived at Springfield House in Sandwell Road West Bromwich. It 
is indicated on a map dated 1837 that John also owned land at the junction of 
High Street and Sandwell Rd. This was probably purchased at the same time as 
that for the new Church. 

Sarah bore John eight children in a period of ten years their birth years are 
recorded: 
 
Jane   1807 
Alfred  1808 
Cyrus   1810                                                                        
Rebecca  1811                                                                           
Robert Spear 1812                                                                           
Hannah                1814                                                                               
Mary Ann           1815                                                                          
Frances               1817 
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The children were all baptised at Mayers Green Church by a variety of different 
Ministers but mainly by their father. 

Sarah died soon after the birth of Frances the exact date has proved elusive. The 
burial records of the graveyard at Johns’ Church, her most likely resting place 
did not survive the passage of time. 

On the eleventh of May 1819 John married Mary Ann Lee at Kidderminster. 
The Lee family had its roots in the Independent Protestant Church in that area. 
With a new mother for the children John was now able to continue his 
evangelical work in the surrounding areas of Smethwick and Bilston in addition 
to his day to day work at Mayers Green. There were no children of her own for 
Mary but she assisted John in rearing his offspring together with ensuring the 
well-being of a busy husband. 

The census returns of 1841 and 1851 show John and Mary still living at 
Springfield House. John retired during 1843and Mary the last unmarried 
daughter married in 1845. Some ten years later during 1854 Robert (John’s son) 
married and moved into Springfield House. The senior Hudson’s (John and 
Mary) moved ‘around the corner’ to No. 8 Bratt street in anticipation of 
grandchildren from Robert and his wife Mary. 

An entry in the Mayers Green Trustees meeting minute book of 1858 is 
reproduced below.   

‘A request was made by Rev. John Hudson through his son Robert Spear for 
permission of the trustees to construct a bricked grave for his own internment, 
whenever it may please God to call him hence, within the Chapel walls, at the 
back of the pulpit. A motion was proposed and seconded by the trustees that the 
application of the Rev. John Hudson would be most cheerfully complied with.’  
In 1864 John died and was laid to rest in accordance with his wishes. His body 
remained at rest until the Church was damaged by fire and was finally 
demolished in 1969. 

For approximately 100 years any preacher walking from the vestry to the pulpit 
would step across this gravestone and I hope gained inspiration. 

Mary lived the rest of her life at her home in Bratt Street where she died in 1878 
age 88 (BDM)  
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            Mayers Green Congregational Church 

Built for Rev. John Hudson & was completed in 1808. 
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 John’s  Children 

Sarah & John produced eight children in their short time together.  The 
fledglings were soon eager to fly from the nest. The Hudson siblings were 

A part of an 1837 map of West Bromwich 
showing land owned by Rev. John Hudson 
and also his home ‘’Springfield House’’ 
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shortly leaving home to follow their own lives and to pursue their own careers. 
The ladies were to be found husbands while the gentlemen were encouraged 
into worthwhile occupation. 

The three sons trained for their chosen professions in different parts of the 
British Isles Alfred completed his education in Ireland where he became a 
doctor and practised there all his life. Cyrus the second son studied in Scotland 
and Ireland to become a minister of religion while Robert became apprentice to 
an apothecary in Bilston to become a chemist. 

All of the daughters were eventually ‘married off’. Jane the eldest married a 
school master. Two daughters married non conformist ministers and Rebecca 
married a mining engineer, while Frances the youngest daughter wed a Grocer 
from Dudley. 

Jane Hudson (1807-1868) 

Records of All Saints Church West Bromwich show that Jane Hudson married 
George Borwick on 31st October 1831. George was the son of Mary Braithwaite 
and Miles Borwick. Mary lived at Headhouse a hamlet 2 ½ miles from Carlmel 
in the Furness district of Lancashire. George came to West Bromwich as the 
proprietor of Heath Academy for gentlemen.  

There were six children from the marriage:           

Alfred        1836 
Mary                            1838 
Sarah Jane            1841 
Charlotte Elizabeth      1843 
Robert Hudson   1845 
Joseph Cooksey      1847 
 
While continuing his duties at the academy George had found a new interest in 
chemistry. He was working to perfect a new baking power which had been 
suggested to him by his brother in law. Borwick eventually made a saleable 
product during 1842. The following year the family moved to London where 
they lived at a number of addresses in the ‘East End’ and eventually before 
1860 settled in the growing village of Walthamstow. Profits from baking 
powder had been sufficient to support the family from 1845.      

Jane died during 1868. 
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Alfred the elder of George & Jane’s sons married Euphoria Lord who it is 
claimed by the present Borwick family was the grandchild of Elizabeth Spear. 

The second son Robert Hudson Borwick entered politics and in 1916 was 
knighted and created First Baron of Hawkshead in 1922. This line is still active, 
the heir apparent being the Hon. Edwin Dennis William Borwick who was born 
in 1984.     

Alfred Hudson (1808 – 1881) 

Alfred was born in November 1808 and after an early local education he was 
apprenticed to a local doctor which was an unhappy time for him. Later it 
became possible for him to obtain a university education at Trinity College 
Dublin where he gained a BA & MA in Medicine during 1834. In the same year 
Alfred married Jane Antoinette Gilroy in Dublin. Jane’s father was Dr. Peter 
Gilroy MA who lived in Meath. Alfred had an illustrious career in Ireland and 
worked there until his death. He had a most impressive curriculum. 

Originally Alfred took up practice at Navan in County Meath. He was: 

Appointed Superintendent of Navan Fever Hospital 
Elected Fellow of the College of Physicians in 1854 
Physician at Adelaide, also Meath Hospitals 1854-1861, gaining an MD 1861 
President of Kings & Queen’s College of Physicians in Ireland 
Her Majesty’s rep. in General Council of Medical Education 
Physician in Ordinary to the Queen in Ireland in 1878 
Regius Professor of Physic in Trinity College 1880-81  
 
Alfred died in 188. In 1882 a scholarship was offered by Dublin’s Adelaide 
Hospital to commemorate Alfred’s work following a gift of £1000 by Robert 
Spear Hudson for medical education in Ireland. 
 
Cyrus Hudson (1810-1871) 

Cyrus studied in Dublin & Glasgow to become an Independent Minister. He 
gained his M.A. in 1841. His first church was in Lowestoft where he met and 
married Harriet Ann Jones during 1847. There were four children: 

John                    1848 Lowestoft 
Morris Jones       1849 Lowestoft 
Cyrus Spear        1850 Westbury on Seven 
Alfred Howard   1854 Westbury on Seven 
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By 1860 Cyrus had moved the family to live at Gwrych Denbighshire which is 
near to St. Asaph. 

By the time of the 1871 census Harriet is head of the family age 54, Cyrus 
having recently died. All of the sons are at home and there is no mention of 
wives and there has been another house move to Hackney in London. 

In 1872 Morris, who later became a member of the London Stock Exchange, 
married his cousin Sarah Borwick. At his death in 1928 Morris had an estate of 
£40,000. 

Rebecca Hudson (1811-1866) 

Joseph Cooksey who was a Mining Agent, Surveyor & Auctioneer was married 
to Rebecca at All Saints Church during 1840. The mining industry was very 
active at this time so Joseph’s services were much in demand and would have 
been comfortably able to support a wife. The family lived in High Street West 
Bromwich where the births of five of their children were recorded. 

Mary    1842 
John Hudson 1843 
Joseph  1845 
Edith   1846 
Rebecca               1848 
 

In 1849-50 the family moved to No.20 Paradise Street where another two 
children were born. 

Joseph Robert                    1851 
George Borwick                1852 
 
Joseph Robert was presumably a replacement for Joseph but I have been unable 
to find a record of the death. 
 
The death of Rebecca was recorded during Oct-Dec 1866 (age 55). 

West Bromwich Rifle Volunteers were raised during 1859. The first enrolments 
were taken at St. Georges Hall in Paradise Street and the 16 year old John 
Cooksey joined the colours. This muster was eventually absorbed into the South 
Staffordshire Regiment and became known as the First Volunteer Brigade. 
After leaving the army John became a surveyor presumably in the family run 
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company. He was eventually able to socialise with some of the important people 
of the borough and was so highly thought of that he became one of the 
executors of the will of the five times Mayor of the Town Ruben Farley. 

The 1891 census show Joseph accompanied by his unmarried daughter Edith, 
then 45, still in Paradise Street where Joseph died in 1893. 

The 1911 census shows Edith (65) still unmarried living alone at Leamington 
Spa where she survived a further 22 years and died during 1933 age 87.   

Robert Spear Hudson (1812-1884) 

Robert was born in West Bromwich and was christened by his father at Mayers 
Green Church, a copy of the entry in the register follows. Please note the next 
entry as we shall see more of him later. 

From a young age Robert wanted to be a chemist. At the appropriate time he 
was apprenticed to an apothecary in Bilston. On completion of his training he 
worked from a chemist shop in High Street West Bromwich. 

By 1837 there were a range of proprietary products being made and one of these 
was a washing powder in the form of soap flakes which was an immediate 
success. The flakes were made by grinding with a mortar and pestle a hard bar 
of soap supplied by the firm of William Gossage of Widnes. The work was 
originally carried out in the back room of the shop but by 1850 had expanded 
into an extension and employed ten girls who sang hymns while they worked.                                                                                 
In both the 1841 and 1851 census returns Robert and his sister Hannah were 
living at the High Street shop. We may surmise that Hannah kept the girl 
employees in order and was also the reason that Robert did not marry at a 
younger age.                                                                                                        

The company continued to expand and at the time of the 1861 census there were 
2 men, 4 boys and 19 girls employed. 

Robert played an active part in the civic life of the town and his Church. He 
became an improvement commissioner (the forerunner to a Town Councillor) 
was on the ‘Board of Guardians’ (Workhouse management) and also supported 
Ragged Schools. Hudson also worked on Church committees and gave 
extensive funding to Church organisations. In 1849 Robert became a founder 
member of West Bromwich Building Society. 
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Robert Spear married Mary Bell a farm girl, at the Crescent Chapel, Everton 
Brow; Liverpool on 21st Feb 1854. They made their home at Springfield House 
(John’s former home) where their five children were born before 1861. 

The children were 

Mary Evangeline              1855 
Robert William                 1856 
Samuel Bell                      1857 
Annie Elizabeth                1859) 
Emily Jane                        1859) twins 
 
Mary died during 1864 leaving Robert with five children under the age of ten. 

Robert remarried during 1868, his bride being Emily Gilroy, the sister of Jane 
the wife of Alfred Hudson. The marriage took place at Donny Brook, Dublin.        
There were no children of this union. 

In 1873 a dispute within Mayers Green resulted in a number of influential 
members seeding from the Church. The Hudson family were among those to 
leave. Five years later Robert William Hudson (son of R.S.H.) & Thomas 
Rollason laid the foundation stone of a new Congregational Church in High St.  
The Church opened in April 1879. Less than one hundred years later the 
congregation could no longer support the cost of the upkeep of the church so it 
was sold to their neighbour, K&J printers. The church was soon raised to the 
ground and the land was initially turned into a car park during 1963 and has 
been subsequently built upon. 

After aggressive advertising the demand for soap flakes increased and by 1875 
to meet export orders a new factory was opened at Bank Hall, Bootle, in 
Liverpool. The new works were then closer to both the source of the raw 
material and a port for the export trade. The new factory would eventually 
employ 1000 people and this was in addition to the West Bromwich works 
which continued to operate for another 60 years. 

The Hudson family now relocated to Bache Hall, one mile from the centre of 
Chester. Robert soon continued his active interest in public life – he became a 
J.P. and became active in his new local Independent Church. In politics he was 
elected chairman of the local Liberal club. He continued his interest in Ragged 
& Industrial Schools and was able to support financially the Church and the 
Museum of Science & Art. 
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On the 6th August 1884, whilst holidaying in Scarborough, Robert suffered a 
major heart attack and died. 

The funeral was a memorable occasion; the hearse was accompanied by twelve 
Brougham carriages carrying mourners, family servants and others wishing to 
pay their respects. The cortege moved through the streets of Chester which were 
thronged with people, in some parts progress became very difficult. Many 
businesses closed for the day. At the Police station and Town Hall blinds were 
drawn and flags were flown at half-mast for a number of days. The funeral was 
attended by seven church ministers and dignitaries led by the Mayor, council 
members and University representatives. Obituaries in the press covered many 
columns.                                                                                                                

A fitting send off for a well loved friend of many people. 

Robert’s son, Robert William who was educated at Cambridge was able to 
improve his scientific and business skills while working in the soap company 
during the latter years of his father’s life. He took control of the company upon 
the death of his father. Two years later William married Genda Bushall. The 
wedding took place at Croydon during 1886. Their eldest son was born during 
1887 and was named Robert Spear. 

Robert Spear II was educated at Eaton and Oxford. When he came down from 
university he joined the Diplomatic Service where he was soon to make his 
presence known. Under the terms of his grandfather’s will Robert at the age of 
twenty one would inherit the soap company. He had little interest in ‘trade’ and 
particularly the soap company and preferred to continue his career. The 
company was therefore sold to their competitor Lever Brothers for one million 
pounds in 1908. The company in West Bromwich continued to trade under the 
Hudson name for the next 27 years and eventually closed in 1935 after internal 
reorganisation. 

Robert Spear became an M.P. in 1924 and eventually became Minister of 
Agriculture & Fisheries during World War II. Robert was created Viscount in 
1952 and died in 1957. His son Robert William the 2nd Viscount died in 1963 
without a male heir, the baronetcy therefore lapsed.                                                             
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Extract from the Baptism register of 

Mayers Green Congregational Church 
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Pictures from Lever Bro’s Magazine 1927 
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The soap works from Pitt 
Street Street Street 

 Inside the soap works. This is a production line where 
RINSO soap flakes are being packed at up to 28000 
boxes per day. 
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Hannah Elizabeth (1814 – 1904) 

William Creed was the resident minister at Mayers Green Church from 1852 to 
1859. Four years after coming to West Bromwich in April of 1856 he married 
Hannah at All Saints Church. There were no children. In 1859 William was 
forced to close his ministry due to ill health. 

The next information we have of the family is from the 1861 census which 
shows them then living in Bangor and where they were operating a school. Two 
of their pupils were the children of Joseph and Rebecca Cooksey. 

At the time of the 1871 census William was visiting his step mother in law 
Mary Hudson (wife of John) in Bratt Street West Bromwich. Hannah was 
visiting the recently widowed Harriet Hudson (wife of Cyrus) in Hackney in 
London. 

William’s death was recorded in Stroud, Gloucestershire during 1888 and 
Hannah died at Barton Regis also in Gloucestershire in 1904 age 90 

Mary Ann (1815 – 1882) 

Joseph Fletcher an independent minister born in 1817 in Blackburn married 
Mary in West Bromwich in 1845. 

During 1851 Joseph and Mary were living in High Street, Christchurch in 
Hampshire where Joseph was the minister at the local Chapel. They had by this 
time a daughter Mary born the previous year at Hanley in Staffordshire. 

No trace of the family is to be found in the 1861census records (by the writer) 
possibly a miss spelling or a mistake in transcription which will unravel in the 
future. Mary now age eleven was a pupil at a school in Finchley in Middlesex. 

In 1871 there was a school operating from the family address at Hengistbury 
House still in Christchurch. At that time the school had seven pupils, which 
included the twin daughters of Robert Spear Hudson. Joseph and Mary now had 
a second child a daughter Sarah born in1858. The family now also included 
Joseph’s widowed mother. 

Joseph died in 1876 followed by Mary in1882. 
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Frances (1817 – 1888) 

Frances Hudson Born in 1817 married William Henry Phillips in1838. William   
was born in 1813 and baptised at Mayers Green, the next entry in the register 
after RSH. The 1851 census tells us that William’s occupation was a grocer and 
dealer in tea, trading from a shop in High Street Dudley 

At the time of the 1861 census William and Frances lived at 20 Grove Street, 
Hackney London. William’s occupation was now described as a dry salter’s 
clerk possibly working for the Borwick Company. We must presume that 
William went out of business or his health was failing.                            

The death of William was recorded on 29th January1868 in St. Nicholas Parish 
Warwick followed by burial in the Parish of St. Mary burial grounds two days 
later. 

The death of Frances was recorded on BDM July/Sept. Qt.1888 registration 
district of Warwick, Warwickshire. 

There were no children of the marriage. 

Springfield House 

The Hudson family lived in Springfield House in Sandwell Road, West 
Bromwich from approximately 1806 until Robert Spear left the town to live at 
Bach Hall circa 1875. Various people occupied the residence until 1925 when 
the House was sold to the local Labour Party. The interior of the building was 
then changed to provide office space for the M.P. and also meeting rooms for 
party activists. There was also a social club and institute facilities for party 
members. The gardens were changed to provide a bowling green for a leisure 
time activity and this was in use until it was closed by the present owners to 
make way for a larger car park during 2012. Today the house still stands having 
had large extensions added to all four of its sides and these contain the trappings 
of a licensed social club, the present owners business. 

While it is possible to see the outline of the original property from the 
accompanying photographs we can also appreciate the number of extensions 
that have been added. Let us not put all of the blame on the residents of the 
house during the twentieth century for destroying the characteristics of an old 
building.  Applications were made to the local planners for permission to make 
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alterations as early 1860. These applications were made by  the then resident 
Robert Hudson. 

The local authorities of West Bromwich and later Sandwell should be 
congratulated for preserving what we still have of Springfield House.     

                              SPRINGFIELD HOUSE 

The original frontage of the house with some additions 
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Rear of the House             
Plus the new brick work 

Today’s view from Sandwell 
Road 
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Conclusion 

The only Hudson family members to be born and die in West Bromwich were 
Rebecca (1866) and Samuel, Son of R.S.H., who died from peritonitis (1877). 

During 1969/70 the major Congregational Churches in West Bromwich were 
amalgamated and a new Church building was opened in Hardware Street. 
Records of marriages and baptisms of both Churches were combined. The new 
Congregational Church became a part of the United Reformed Church during 
1973, at a similar time to the majority of other Congregational churches. During 
redevelopment of the town centre the closure of this Church became inevitable 
and the doors were eventually closed in 2006. The burial records of the Mayers 
Green grave yard were not available to be archived at that time. The burials 
ceased in 1912 when presumably reburial would have been undertaken before 
the land was used for housing and road making followed by archiving of the 
records but no one is currently admitting to holding them. 

The Hudson’s paid a fleeting visit to West Bromwich, left their mark and were 
gone all in a little over 100 years. In less than another 100 years all trace of 
them had gone and in the main forgotten – the legacy they left behind were two 
churches and a factory now all flattened. The land purchased for 5d per sq yard 
is again awaiting the bulldozer whilst the church on High Street is under shops 
in the Astle Park Shopping Centre. The soap works went long ago to make 
space for the Queen’s square shopping and a multi- story car park. Their homes 
‘Springfield House’ in Sandwell Road is still used but unrecognisable and the 
homes in Paradise Street have all gone. Nevertheless they achieved much and 
this publication endeavours to honour the history and achievements of a family 
of whom West Bromwich people should be aware and proud. 

During 2012 yet another round of Town Centre redevelopment produced a new 
road which started on the forty year old derelict site of Mayers Green Church 
and finished at the area of the replacement Church in Hardware Street.           
The road is known as Congregation Way. 

 

                                                                            J.H. 2014.   
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